
Hebrews 10:12-13, 19-25 
The Drama in a Christian’s Life 

A Devotional Thought 
  

I.       Our Text – Hebrews 10:12-13,19-25 
10:12f - But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, 
he sat down at the right hand of God, waiting from that time until his 
enemies should be made a footstool for his feet…10:19f - Therefore, 
brothers since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of 
Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, 
that is, through his flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of 
God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our 
hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with 
pure water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, 
for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how to stir up one 
another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the 
Day drawing near. 
II.     Intro   

A.    As we come to Hebrews 10:19 the author of the book of Hebrews 
makes a transition in the book. Verse 19 begins with “Therefore”.  He 
now begins to exhort his readers and challenge them when it comes to 
the way they live out their life.   

1.      Up until this point, as David focused on last week, the primary 
thrust of our author’s letter has been the life and work of Jesus.  He 
has gone to lengths to tell us how Jesus is the superior revelation of 
God; how Jesus is superior to the angels and Moses and Joshua; how 
the sacrifice of Jesus is superior to that of the old testament animals 
and the rituals and ceremonies; how the new covenant that God cut 
his Son is greater than the old covenant that was made in the 
wilderness and how God had been directing all of history to this new 
covenant.   
2.      And now in Heb 10:19 he shifts gears and begins to speak to his 
readers about the way they should live out the confession of their 
hope and faith in Jesus.   

B.     As we read and think about this “story” that our author is telling us 
-  as we look at its “plot”-  the storyline and drama of the story - it is 
backwards from the way in which many, if not most, of the novels are 
written today.   

III.   The storyline and drama of today’s novels.   



A.    I am going to pick an old Grisham novel which some of you may 
have read. I picked an old one of his so as not to ruin the plot of one of 
his newer novels.  And I could have picked just about any novelist today 
and make the same point.  I chose Grisham’s 1994 novel, The Chamber.  

1.      The story line is something like this – Sam Crayhall, a former 
KKK clansman, is tried and convicted of murder and sentenced to 
death in Mississippi.  His grandson, Adam, a lawyer, is assigned to 
his case.  He has 28 days to save him from execution.  
2.      Along the way Adam is presented with evidence that his 
grandfather is innocent of the murder which brought about his death 
sentence.  But at the same time he learns other horrible things about 
his grandfather.  
3.      His task is to save his grandfather from execution.   
4.      As we read the book and the plot develops with twists and 
turns. As it does so the question that goes through our mind is – the 
tension in the novel is this: , “Will he save his grandfather, who is 
guilty of other crimes, but not this one, from execution?”   And even, 
“Should he?” 
5.      We are not told until we get toward the end of the book.  We 
don’t know how the story will end until we get there.  
6.      And that is the way most of the novels written today are 
written.  There is some conflict and the story teller brings his 
characters in and they through a series of twists and turns create some 
anxiety and tension as they seek to bring some resolution to the 
conflict.  The tension is resolved and the story finds is resolution or 
ending based on the actions of the characters in the story.  And we 
don’t know what that ending will be until we get there.  The 
characters and what they do determine how the tension is resolved 
and the how the story ends.   

IV.   Homer– The Iliad 
A.    Homer was a Greek poet who wrote the Iliad (and other stories and 
poems) about the same time period in the Bible when the Northern 
Kingdom of Israel fell to the Assyrians. Homer wrote the Iliad about 752 
BC (give or take 50 years), and Israel fell to the Assyrians in 722 
BC.  The setting for the Iliad was Troy, a city in what is now 
Turkey.  And the poem is a mixture of myth and a war that possibly 
occurred between the Greeks and the Trojans.  

1.      Now Homer wrote The Iliad quite differently than Grisham 
wrote The Chamber.  
2.      The Iliad is set within the context of a war between the Greeks 
and the Trojans.  And right off the bat we are told that the Greeks will 



win the war. The Trojans will lose. We are told that in chapter 2.  The 
gods gave them a sign that foretold the ending of the war. [1]    

B.     We are also told that the great Greek warrior Achilles will die and 
that Hector, the Trojan warrior, will also die in the war.  The tension in 
this story is not how the story will end.  It is not which characters at the 
end of the story will live and be victorious.   
C.     The drama in this story is this:  how will the characters in this story 
live out their life given the fact that they know how the story will 
end?  What choices will they make?  What virtues will they hold 
dear?  What will motivate them to move forward?  

1.      Several times in this story the Greeks, who were fated to win 
the war, wanted to quit.  At one point, early in the story, but late in 
the war, the leader of the Greeks, Agamemnon tests the courage of 
the Greek warriors and tells them that he has decided to quit the 
battle and go home.  The Greek warriors immediately hoot and holler 
and take off running back to the ships to go home.  “The men in 
tumult swept to the ships and underneath their feet dust lifted and 
rose high, and the men were shouting to one another”…to get their 
ships ready to sail and make for home.  They were ready and excited 
to quit.[2]    

a.      They were destined to win, but ready to quit.   
b.      They had to be called back to the battle.  They had to be 
reminded of the prophecy of their victory so they would come 
back.  They were also shamed into returning.  Their leaders spoke 
harshly to them.  Shame was the primary motivation to return 
each time the Greeks wanted to quit and go home.  

2.      The drama in the story revolved around the issue of how these 
Greeks and Trojans would live out their life – knowing the ordained 
outcome of the war.   

V.    As we read the book of Hebrews it is written more like Homer than 
like Grisham.  The tension in Hebrews is not the end of the story.  Like 
Homer, our Hebrews author tells us the end of the story at the very 
beginning and then again in our text this morning.  

A.    Heb 1:13 and 10:13 – Jesus is the victor. His enemies will sit at his 
feet.   

1.      And in the course Jesus’ victory he secured for his people – as 
our text this morning tells us – the forgiveness of sins, a perfection in 
our life, sanctification, a newness of life where God’s laws are 
written in our hearts, and a confidence we have as we approach 
God’s throne of grace.   



2.      We know the end of the story from the beginning.  We know 
who not only is going to win, but who has won already.  Jesus Christ.  
3.      The question or tension in this story is – how will we 
“therefore” (10:19) live our life under the victory that Jesus has 
secured and our heavenly Father ordained?   

a.      The ending of this story of salvation is not dependent upon 
what we do, as in Grisham’s novel.  God has ordained the ending 
and written it already.  
b.      As we read this book, the tension is how will we Christians 
live our life? 

1)    The Hebrews had to be exhorted because they, like the 
Greeks, were ready to quit when the victory was theirs 
already.   
2)    But instead of shaming his readers, the author to the book 
of Hebrews in our text stands along with them.  He calls them 
“brethren” (10:19) and he reminds them of what Jesus has 
done for them.  He reminds them of the confidence they have 
in Jesus and just how faithful our God is.   

B.     We are brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus.  The tension in our faith 
is not the ending of the story.  It is how we are going to live and respond 
to this wonderful story of God’s salvation and his son, Jesus Christ.   

1.      And like the Hebrews, and the Greeks, from time to time we 
may feel like quitting, even when we know the outcome of the story.  
2.      And for that reason our author encourages his readers to reflect 
on just who Jesus is and then to press forward. He also calls on the 
believers to “consider how to stir one another up to love and good 
works” – that is to hold on and keep the faith as the Day draws near. 
(10:25).  
3.      Our motivation to press on is found in the gracious and merciful 
and just work of our Savior and the redemption that is ours in 
him.  And it is our task to remind and stand beside each other and 
encourage each other to live faithfully.  We already know the ending.   
  
Soldiers of Christ, arise, 
  And put your armor on, 
Strong in the strength which God supplies, 
  Through His eternal Son; 
  Strong in the Lord of Hosts, 
  And in His mighty pow’r, 
Who in the strength of Jesus trusts 
  Is more than conqueror. 



 
 

 
[1] The Iliad translated by Lattimore – Book 2.307 the sign of the snake and the 
sparrows.  
[2] Book 2.150  
	


