
Hebrews 11:4-13 
Faith is the Evidence 

A Devotional Thought 
  

I.       Our Text – Hebrews 11 (Reading just a portion – 11:4-13) 

By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through 
which he was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his 
gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks.  

By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not 
found, because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was 
commended as having pleased God. And without faith it is impossible to please 
him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that 
he rewards those who seek him.  

By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in 
reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he 
condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by 
faith. 

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was 
to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was 
going. By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, 
living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he 
was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and 
builder is God.  

By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the 
age, since she considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore from one 
man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of 
heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore. 

These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having 
seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they 
were strangers and exiles on the earth. 

II.      Intro 1 – Review last week 
A.     Last week David taught us that “faith is not believing in things for 
which there is no evidence”.  Faith does not call us to believe, for 
example, in pink unicorns.  There is no evidence for such 
creatures.  There is however evidence for the things we are called to 



believe in.  We can, as David mentioned, see evidence of the truthfulness 
of God’s word in history and creation, just to name two places.   
B.     And so our faith is not a blind leap.  We don’t believe in 
nonsense.  Our faith is not irrational or mere wishful thinking.   

III.  Intro 2 – Faith at work in our life 
A.    Hebrews 11:1 gives us a definition of faith.   

1.      In Dante’s Divine Comedy, Paradiso canto 24 while Dante is in 
the heaven of the stars (22:111) he is examined by St. Peter in canto 
24 on faith and then James and John in the next 2 cantos examine him 
on hope and love.   Peter asks him, “What…is faith?”   Dante 
answers from Heb 11:1, “Faith is the substance of the hoped for 
things, and the evidence of those that are not seen”. [1] 
2.      Dante then goes on to give a rather scholastic and somewhat 
complicated explanation of what that definition means.   
3.      The author of the book of Hebrews gives us the definition, but 
then instead of a complicated explanation, he gives us examples of 
faith in the lives of people who had it.   

IV.  People of Faith are not sinless 
A.    The author of Hebrews walks us through the lives of some of the 
people of faith we read about in the Old Testament.  As we read through 
the list of Old Testament saints in Hebrews 11 and recall the events in 
the lives of the people he mentions, it should be clear that having faith 
does not mean that a person is faultless.   

1.      Our author mentions Noah (11:7) as a man of faith.  This is the 
same Noah who got drunk after he got off the ark.  He mentions 
Abraham who lied and told the king of Gerar that Sarah was his sister 
because he feared the king would kill him in order to have Sarah.   He 
mentions Moses who killed an Egyptian and struck the rock in the 
wilderness.  And then he does not have time to tell us about Gideon 
who made an idol and the people worshipped it.  Next –Samson who 
fooled around with prostitutes.  Jephthah who sacrificed his daughter 
after making a foolish vow.  David, who committed adultery, tried to 
cover it up and had his friend killed. And next, Samuel evidently 
failed to raise his children up to follow the Lord.   
2.      Any notion that a person of faith lives a sinless life from the 
moment of faith forward is false.  People who have faith still 
sin.   But, we are constantly called to examine our lives and repent 
and turn away from our sin.   
3.      We receive an “approval” from God whereby we are declared 
“righteous” (11:4) like Abel was.  And our righteousness is not our 



own.  God credits us with the righteousness of his son, Jesus.  That is 
how Noah was deemed righteous (11:7).  
4.      Our perfection - our being without sin – comes only at the end 
when all God’s children have professed faith and are gathered around 
his throne in glory. (11: 39).   

B.     Now, in spite of the fact that our perfection does not come until the 
end and people who have faith still sin, the author of the book of 
Hebrews also makes the point that people who have faith demonstrate 
their faith by the choices they make in life.   

1.      And this is where the Hebrew readers were being 
challenged.  They were drifting in their faith.  They were making 
some faithless – wrong choices.  Some of them may have been 
walking very close to the line of “sinning deliberately” and spurning 
the blood of Jesus (10:26-29).  Some of them, under pressure, set 
aside the compassion they previously showed to others.  They were 
not making the decisions that people who have faith make.  They 
were making decisions that people who live for the moment make.   
2.      To illustrate the way people of faith make decisions we are 
given the example of Moses who when he grew up chose to share in 
the ill-treatment of his Israelite people rather than to enjoy the 
fleeting pleasures of sin. (11:23ff).   

V.    What is faith? 
A.    Our author has not given us a complicated answer.  He has painted 
a picture for us of people who exhibited faith in their life.   

1.      Each person in the lineup of the faithful was a sinner.   
2.      Each person in the lineup was also credited with a righteousness 
from God that comes through faith.   
3.      Each person in the lineup was also called to live a faithful 
life.  They were struggling and challenged to make decisions in their 
life that reflected their faith.   

VI.  So how did the people in this lineup of the faithful make the list?  And 
how would we ever know if our name is on that list (11:40)?   

A.    You know when you are studying and thinking about God’s word 
and how it works itself out in your life, the Lord often brings events up 
that help explain it to you. That happened to me this past week.  

1.      I went to get my second flu shot. The nurse who gave me the 
shot started talking about how the shot makes some people sick, but 
then others do not have any problem with it.  I had a little fun with 
her and told her than my wife had her second shot and did not have 
any trouble with it, and so before I left to get mine she told me that 
good looking people don’t have any trouble with the shot.  So, if I 



did, it just meant not only was I old, but also ugly.  The nurse and I 
laughed.  (Of course Gwen did not say that nor is it true…just having 
fun.)  
2.      Well, I had to sit in the chair for 15 minutes after the shot and 
so I took a moment and prayed and asked the Lord to keep me from 
getting sick as a result of the shot.   
3.      Then I started thinking about faith and the shot and my prayer.   

a.      What if I did get sick after praying this prayer?  Simply 
because I pray and ask does not mean that it will come about the 
way I asked the Lord.  Some of the people in Hebrews 11 lived 
rather hard lives and they did not get in this life what was 
promised to them (11:39-40).  
b.      Maybe God would answer my prayer as I 
requested.  Maybe his will would bring a different answer.   
c.      And I, and all of us know, that God is gracious and good, 
all the time, regardless of the way he would answer my 
prayer.  When we pray for our friends and loved ones who are 
sick and ask the Lord to heal them, we know that God is good 
and powerful and loving and that never changes about him, 
regardless of the way the prayers are answered.   

4.      I, and you, also know that our prayers do not create reality.  Our 
faith does not create reality.   We have all heard people say, if you 
pray for something and believe it then it will come about.  You just 
have to have faith.  It is as if our having faith is what makes the 
prayer become a reality.  If we just have enough faith, then the prayer 
will come about as we ask.   

a.      Non-Christians and sometimes Christians will say, “If you 
just believe in yourself you can accomplish anything. Have faith 
in yourself and go for it.”  There have been plenty of people who 
believed in themselves and failed.  
b.      Faith does not create reality.   
c.      My having faith when I prayed, “Lord, spare me from 
getting sick from this shot” is not what was going to bring about 
my good health or demise.  Not even if I said, “Lord, I really, 
really, really believe you can do this.”   

B.     So, if faith does not guarantee us the answer to our prayers or faith 
is not enough to bring about the answer to our prayers as we ask, then 
what part does faith have?   

1.      Heb 11:1 says that “faith is the evidence of things hoped 
for….”   Faith is the evidence.   



2.      Faith is the evidence we have in our life that what God says is 
believable.  Faith is the proof that God hears and answers our 
prayers.  Faith was the evidence to Abraham that when God called 
him to leave Ur and go someplace he did not know anything about 
that God would keep his promise and reward him with an 
inheritance.   
3.      Faith is the evidence that God is at work in our life and the 
world, because faith comes from God.  Where else would the belief 
that there is a divine being who loves me and sent his son into the 
world to redeem the world come from?  Such faith comes only from 
God.   
4.      So the fact that I had faith enough to sit down in the chair and 
pray, “Lord keep me from getting sick from this shot” is evidence 
that God is at work in this world and in my life.  The fact that you 
have the faith to pray to God and ask him to intervene in your life is 
the evidence that God loves you.    You have some hope in the 
promises that are found in the Scripture and you take those promises 
and offer your prayers to God. And the faith that you have to do so is 
the evidence that God is living and active and keeps his word.   
5.      Abraham had faith to leave Ur.  That was all the evidence he 
needed to get up and go. God have him that faith.  Where else did it 
come from?  So since God gave him the evidence, that is faith, he 
left.   

C.     Here is one more example or illustration:  When you go out at night 
and look at the stars in the sky and you say to yourself, “Wow, God is 
majestic.”  As yourself where would you get such a notion? The creation 
drew it out of you.  You looked and thought about the stars and the sky 
and how vast and great it is.  And then you came to the realization or 
belief that this is what only God could have done.  And that belief is the 
evidence of God.  Faith comes from God.  And when God’s creation 
draws it out of us in the form of faith then that is our evidence.  Faith 
comes from God.  It is not something we conjure up from within 
ourselves.  The faith to believe comes from the Lord.   

1.      That is how faith is evidence of God.   
VII.          Faith in our life 

A.    None of us are perfect, yet.  We are all still sinners who repent and 
ask the Lord’s forgiveness.  
B.     And some of us may struggle with doubts about God from time to 
time.  And it may show in the way in which we live our life, as it did the 
Hebrew readers.   



C.     But, here is what you and I can look to in order to bring stability 
and surety to our life:  Have you ever had faith to ask God for anything 
that he has promised?  Have you ever had faith to listen to God’s word 
and step out and believe what he says?  Have you ever asked him to 
forgive you and change your life to look more and more like that of 
Jesus?  

1.      If you have, then that is the kind of evidence the people in 
Hebrews 11 had that God exists and rewards those who seek him.   
2.      Faith is the evidence.  It is a gift that comes only from 
God.  And if the evidence is there, then so is God and we who believe 
can know our names are in the lineup with those in chapter 11.  

	


